KINGSTON UNIVERSITY  -  Kingston University: Support for Entrepreneurs
We meet with businesses and discuss what they need from the university. The following list describes the products most likely to assist entrepreneurs.
· Knowledge Connect. Businesses normally have 4-50 employees, but there are exceptions. A grant of £3,000 is available to small businesses to enable them to engage an academic to complete a project. This is likely to equate to approximately 6 days’ work. Timeframe: any but you need to take part in Knowledge Connect before any other engagement with an academic. 

· London Innovation Placements Programme (LIPP). There are many examples demonstrating how this programme can assist fledgling entrepreneurs, as well as established SMEs. Cost: £250 per full time week, which provides for a student to complete a project supported, where appropriate, by around five days of an academic’s time. Some £500 subsidies available. Students can be undergraduate or postgraduate. Timeframe: available until end March 2010.
· Innovation Associates (IAP). Similar to LIPP, they last 6 weeks (or part time equivalent) and four days of academic support is provided. Subsidised, so cost is £800. (Each organisation can only set up one.) Timeframe: throughout year. Limited number.

· Step. Suits SMEs of all sizes. Eight week summer placements for undergraduate students who have completed their second or penultimate year. No academic support. Recruitment to this scheme normally completed by end June
· Graduate internships. Through the G2B scheme, subsidies are provided to businesses offering work experience to graduates.

· Innoversity. Multi disciplinary teams of academics and students are put together to provide a creative approach to business problems. First meeting currently free
· Equipment- for example Usability Lab.  This gives the opportunity to test software in a controlled environment.  Price for Usability Lab is £15 per hour and it is available at short notice. Other prices on application.
· Postgraduate student projects.  These are typically of 4 months’ duration with input from an academic.  Price negotiable, depending on whether you wish to retain IP, but much cheaper than consultancy rates. Timeframe- depends on subject

· EPSRC CASE PhD Grants.  Typically £6000 per year contribution from the company for a fulltime PhD student with academic assistance. Submission deadline 7th May.      

· Knowledge Transfer Partnerships (KTP). For established companies: a programme involving a partnership between a business, an academic and a graduate (an ‘associate’), which addresses a strategic business need. Length is 18-36 months. Heavily subsidised: cost for SME is normally a little under £20,000 per year. Shorter KTPs lasting 10-40 weeks have now been introduced, with similar levels of subsidy.
· KUBIS Business Process Improvement Foundation Degree: new, flexible, online, work based course, supported by online social networking. Nearly 70% is tailored workbased projects, no time off work is required to study and costs for those enrolling for May 2009 start are £1,500 in the first year (50% discount).

Contact:  Alison McGregor

Knowledge Transfer Manager
Enterprise Support, Kingston University

River House- Swan Wing

53-57 High Street

Kingston KT1 1LQ


       020 8547 8294    A.Mcgregor@kingston.ac.uk
Our university works with companies and organisations of all sizes. We can provide access to funding and university resources through various knowledge transfer activities to help businesses grow and overcome challenges. Working in collaboration with our partners, we can provide cost-effective solutions such as consultancy and contract research to make a real contribution to your business. From product testing facilities, to tailored professional development to knowledge transfer partnerships we offer helpful connections to our innovative academic community. We also provide support and education on entrepreneurship. Our networks enable us to access a wide range of resources and networks. Find out more at www.kingston.ac.uk/services-for-business or email enterprise@kingston.ac.uk.
